Attitudes toward nursing home residents among aides of three cultural groups.
This study assesses attitudes toward elderly nursing home clients as interviewed by 255 aides from three Black cultural groups: Afro-Americans; English-speaking Caribbeans; and Haitians. Results indicate that aides from all three groups had generally positive attitudes toward the elderly and the English-speaking Caribbean group expressed the most positive attitudes. Aides did express some negative attitudes toward the families of the elderly residents for not taking care of the elderly at home. Results were interpreted as reflecting the cultural norms of the three groups which included the infrequent placement of elderly persons in nursing homes. Findings indicated a need for inservice workshops in cultural diversity for aides who serve clients from different cultural groups. Social work curricula should prepare graduate social workers to conduct such experiences.